Abstract. Examination of the late Cretaceous-early Tertiary succession in Taramsa section, West of Qena, has revealed the presence of latest Maastrichtian fauna and nannofossil flora. The distinct biotic changes at the Cretaceous/Tertiary boundary characterize a profound environmental instability. The gradual replacement of the Cretaceous taxa by Tertiary ones suggests a transitional character of the boundary.
Introduction
The sediments of the late Cretaceous-early Tertiary are well developed in the stratigraphic succession of Egypt and have been the subject of much study. These sediments are represent ed by different marine facies (shale, marl, chalk and limestone), and very rich in microfaunas and floras. In some sections, the sediments showed great lateral variations in litho-and biofacies and characterized by minor unconformities in some localities of Egypt (EL-NAGGAR 1966 , 1970 .
Evidences for a depositional hiatus between the Maastrichtian and Danian sediments in the Nile Valley have been noticed by several workers (e. g. EL-NAGGAR 1966 , 1970 , FARIS 1982 , 1984 . Until very recently, the uppermost Maastrichtian and basal Danian biozones have not been recorded in the late Cretaceous-early Tertiary succession of Egypt. However, two recent works advocated the presence of latest Maastrichtian sediments at Abu Roash, near Cairo, basing their conclusions on the planktonic foraminifera (STROUGO & HAGGAG 1983) and calcareous nannoflora (FARIS & ABD EL HAMEED, in Press) . This paper is a trial to present more evidence regarding the occurrence of the latest Maastrichtian at Taramsa section, west of Qena, Nile Valley. The work is based on the study of faunal content (planktonic foraminifera and calcareous nannofossils) of sediments and
